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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make operation such as 
moving, addition and deletion of a picture easier in an 
electronic album. 

SOLUTION: In a picture pocket cell type page for 
displaying the specific number of pictures in a fixed 
position by a fixed size on a display screen, at the 
time of selecting an operation object, a selection 
situation display cursor of a frame shape which 
surrounds the object picture is displayed and, at the 
time of moving and addition, a cursor of a vertical line 
shape is displayed at a position of a moved and added 
party. In a picture position-size-free type page which 
can display more than one picture at an arbitrary 
position by an arbitrary size on the display screen, the 
cursor of a shape different from the above is displayed. 
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Partial Translation: 
[ABSTRACT] 

[Object] Easy operations of moving, adding and deleting an image in an electronic 
album. 

[Structure] In an image pocket cell type page for displaying a fixed number of 
images, each at a fixed position and in a fixed size within a screen, for selecting an 
object image of the operation, a frame-shaped condition selection displajdng cursor 
encircling the object image is displayed, and for moving and adding the object image, a 
vertical line cursor is displayed at a position to which the object image is moved or 
added. In an image position size firee type page capable of displaying one or more 
images in a selected size and position within the screen, a cursor having a shape other 
than the above-mentioned cursors is displayed. 



[EMBODIMENT] 
[0014] 

Fig. 1 shows a schematic structural block diagram of an embodiment of the 
present invention. Reference numeral 10 is a control unit, which is to be a core of an 
image editing device of the embodiment, to which a remote operation imit 12 and a 
microphone 14 are connected as input units, an image display imit (TV) 16, a speaker 
18 and a printer 20 are connected as output units, and a storage unit 22 for storing 



images is connected. The storage unit 22 consists of n numbers of storages 22-1 to 

22-n. 

[0015] 

Fig.2 shows operation keys arranged on the remote operation unit 12 and 
functions thereof. Reference numeral 30 is a power supply key, 32 is a menu key and 
34 is a help key. Reference numeral 36 is a page moving key, 38 is keys for moving a 
cursor up, down, left and right, respectively, 40 is a definite/execute key, and 42 is a 
suspend/cancel key. Instructions to execute functions allocated to software function 
buttons, respectively, and selection of an object image are defined by selecting the 
software fxmction button and the object image which are displayed on a screen of the 
image display unit 16 with a condition selection cursor by means of the keys 38, and 
by pressing the definite/execute key 40. 
[0016] 

The control unit 10 (a main routine thereof is activated by switching ON the 
power supply key 30 of the remote operation unit 12 (or a power supply switch of the 
control unit 10) or inserting a storage medium into the storage unit 22. When the 
control unit 10 is activated, as an example shown in Fig. 3, a table of images 
(electronic albums) to be stored in the storage unit 22 is displayed on the screen of the 
image editing device 16. Any one of a pluraHty of albums can be selected by the keys 
38 and the definite/execute key 40 of the remote operation device 12. 
[0017] 

When an album is selected by such an operation, as an example shown in Fig. 
4, first pages of the selected album are displayed on the screen of the image editing 
device 16.. In the embodiment, a method of displaying a page can be selected fi-om a 
plurahty of methods. Herein, it is assumed that a pattern 3 (a pattern of a set of 
four images with two images displayed in upper and lower lines, and left and right, 
respectively) which is a predetermined image pocket cell type, is designated. Each 
album contains a plurality of images. Each image of each album is identified by a 
serial number per album. In a page display shown in Fig, 4, images, i.e.. Pic. 1 to 
Pic. 4 are displayed as fixst pages. Similar to the table of albums shown. in Fig. 3, in 
the page display shown in Fig. 4, the condition selection cursor always indicates one of 
the images and a selected page can be changed by the keys 38 of the remote operation 
unit 12. ' 
[0018] 

Next, deletion and insertion of an image in the image pocket cell type page 
which is a feature of the embodiment will be described with reference to Fig. 5. In 



Fig. 4, four images, i.e.. Pic. 1 to Pic. 4 are displayed as first pages, and the condition 
selection cursor is positioned at Pic. 2. In this condition, when deletion of an image is 
executed, Pic. 2 is deleted, and on the screen, as shown in Fig. 5 (a), the following 
image, i.e.. Pic. 3 is moved to the position where Pic. 2 was positioned, and the 
subsequent images are moved forward in order. Pic. 5 is newly placed in the position 
where Pic. 4 was positioned. That is to say, the number and the order of images 
displayed in this page remain unchanged and images succeeding to a deleted image 
are moved forward and displayed. 
[0019] 

In the condition shown in Fig. 4, when an instruction to insert Pic. N is 
executed, Pic. N is moved to the position where Pic. 2 was positioned, Pic. 2 is moved 
to the position where Pic. 3 was positioned, and Pic. 3 is moved to the position where 
Pic. 4 was positioned. That is to say, the subsequent images are moved backward in 
order and a condition shown in Fig. 5 (b) appears. 
[0020] 

As described above, in the image pocket cell type page, the images are placed 
in pocket cells pre-prepared in the page in the order as they are registered in albxims, 
respectively. When deletion or insertion of an image was executed, images 
succeeding to the position where the image was deleted or inserted are moved forward 
or backward, thereby in the image pocket cell type page, operations of deleting or 
inserting the image can be performed easily and it also enables easy changing of the 
order of the images. No empty space remains in the album page, and, therefore, an 
album which always contains the successive images can be made. 
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